
 

  COUNTY LEAGUE NEWS 

 Underway at last (just)!
Heatwave welcomes 2019                               

(but rain wipes out match day 2) 
   Cheshire Cup and 3rd XI T20 get started 

Early news from CCCL 1st XI cricket 
Pink ball in 1st & 2nd XI T20 

Duckworth/Lewis/Stern in Cheshire Cup 

       on behalf of Cheshire Clubs Cricket Committee (4 Cs)  

PLUS 

APRIL 2019  PHOTO: ADNAN KHAN 



Despite the loss of match day 

two there were impressive per-

formances on the glorious 

opening day, with reigning 

champions Nantwich wasting 

no time getting down to busi-

ness. In a match that lasted 

less than 55 overs, Oliver Grif-

fiths and Jimmy Warrington 

wrought havoc as a strong  

Alderley Edge line up were  

dismissed for 88, Nantwich 

coasting home with few 

alarms. AE later announced 

the signing of Lancs’ Stephen 

Parry. 2018 runners-up Ches-

ter had a very different time of 

it against Toft, losing out in a 

tense, high quality contest 

dominated by the bat. CBH 

declared at 283 after 50 

overs, Rick Moore and Warren 

Goodwin putting on 176 for 

the first wicket (Moore 133), 

but the visitors outdid that 

with a 205 run stand for their 

second wicket between Tom 

Forster (109) and the prolific 

Robert Sehmi (104). Jack Wil-

liams got the nerves jangling 

as Toft lost 7-59 before mak-

ing the most of the additional 

overs and inching to a two 

wicket win. Hyde also got 

home by that same margin at 

OP, a dramatic low scoring 

contest settled by ninth wick-

et pair Ben Alcock and Jason 

Whittaker adding 34. It was 

equally close at Widnes, 

where Neston were indebted 

to Luke Camden’s 90 and 

2018 player of the season 

Ash Davis reducing the hosts     

to 8-4, but thanks to a superb 

82 from Johnathan Campbell 

and 53 from Majid Majeed, 

Widnes recovered to 158-6, 

only for Davis and Michael 

Eckard to then clinch the 

game for the visitors and 

leave Widnes 13 runs shy of 

a memorable return to the 

top flight. Timperley were left 

cursing bad light, which halt-

ed play with them 18 runs 

from victory with 4 wickets in 

hand against Marple, for 

whom Jim Morgan made 

116. No real tension at all in 

Cheadle’s comprehensive 

nine wicket win over Grap-

penhall, however, spinner 

Will Holmes claiming 7-39. 

        CCCL PREMIER LEAGUE IN APRIL 

                          APRIL HONOURS  BOARD 
(all matches played 21.4) 

 
Rick Moore 133, CBH v Toft 

James Morgan, 116, Marp v Timp 
Tom Forster 109, Toft v CBH 

Robert Sehmi 104, Toft v CBH 
 

Luke Camden 90, Nest v Wid  
 

Ash Davis, 7-35, Nest v Wid  
Will Holmes 7-39, Chead v  Grapp  

Dan Cranmer, 5-32, Hyde v  OP  
Qamar Hafiz, 5-41, Wid v Nest  

 
 

       APRIL PREMIER LEAGUE TABLE, AND THE EARLY FORM GUIDE 

              TEAM               PTS 

CHEADLE 32 

HYDE 32 

NANTWICH 32 

NESTON 32 

TOFT 32 

MARPLE 19 

CHESTER BH 18 

TIMPERLEY 15 

WIDNES 13 

OULTON PARK 10 

ALDERLEY EDGE 8 

GRAPPENHALL 7 

A quick word with 

JIM MORGAN 
 

In his sixth season 

with Marple, Jim          

Morgan has taken on 

the captaincy and 

made a highly impres-

sive start with a         

wonderful 116 on the 

opening day at 

Timperley. “My first century since moving to this 

part of the world” said Jim “so it was about time! I 

have been close before, a couple of 80s and 90s, 

but it was a great feeling to get past that land-

mark, especially against a very good side.” As for 

the match overall, Jim had mixed feelings. “Well, 

batting 50-odd overs and then keeping wicket for 

another 50 overs in that heat was hard work, so 

that’s a test for me. We have work to do fielding 

wise as well, but all in all we were pleased to 

come away unbeaten with plenty to take from the 

game.” As for the season ahead, Jim reflects the 

positivity across the club. “Last season was frus-

trating in some ways, losing games that we 

should have won, but beating Chester and Alder-

ley Edge showed what we could do. Bringing Dan-

ny Lamb in gives us a great boost as a club, that 

a player of his quality wants to play at Bowden 

Lane, and we had a great run in the T20 last year 

[Marple lost in a semi-final] and want to build on 

that as well. With competition for places too I’m 

hopeful the whole club can have a great 2019.” 

              TEAM               RUNS     WKTS 

TOFT 284 8 

CHESTER B.H.  283 5 

MARPLE 267 6 

TIMPERLEY 250 6 

NESTON 190 10 

WIDNES 177 10 

HYDE 126 8 

OULTON PARK 125 10 

CHEADLE 124 1 

GRAPPENHALL 120 10 

NANTWICH 90 3 

ALDERLEY EDGE 88 10 



1ST XI T20 CUP 

 

   PINK BALL GUIDE -  1st  & 2nd XI  
 

Both 1st and 2nd XI T20 matches will use pink balls this year. Although this will be 

the third season that pink has been the ball colour in the 1st XI competition, the 

2nd XI will follow suit for the first time. During pre-season, each club was contacted 

by the league and offered a number of pink balls to purchase, with a default          

number of 24 being supplied unless otherwise notified by the club. This number of 

balls covers both T20 cup games and the over 40s competition (where clubs were 

entering a team) and also recognises that different clubs will have varying stocks of pink balls already in their  

possession. Teams that have made more progress in previous competitions are less likely to have stocks; some 

teams are likely to lose more balls than others due to the type of ground they play on, etc.  

 

1. BOTH TEAMS ARE TO BRING A NUMBER OF PINK BALLS TO EACH GAME.  It is no good each side turning 

up with just one new pink ball each! Please also bring a range of used balls to each game. 

 

2. IN 1ST XI T20, A NEW BALL MUST BE USED AT THE START OF EACH INNINGS, BUT IN 2ND XI,            

ALTHOUGH ADVISABLE, THIS IS NOT MANDATORY. 2nd XI teams do have a choice in this regard. 

 

3. PANEL UMPIRES WILL BE ALLOCATED TO ALL 1ST AND 2ND XI MATCHES and will look at the available 

selection of match balls with the captains at the pre-toss meeting to agree the appropriate ones to be used. 

 

All clubs heeding these requests make match night, and the competition as a whole, considerably easier for  

themselves as well as the officials involved, and for the organisers! Any issues with the above should be referred 

to 1st XI competition secretary Geoff Wellstead or, for 2nd XI, Brian Boys. 

Top seeds Nantwich begin the defence of their T20 crown with a trip to Northwich on May 9th, a night 

when nine other fixtures mark the start of the 2019 competition. The seeding system introduced this year 

reflects the final league position of each club in 2018, with Stockport Georgians and Congleton receiving the 

‘lowest’ seeding due to their being UK Fast clubs last season. The seeding ensures that all groups have at least 

one Premier League club. The sequence of games has been deliberately structured so that the games between 

the top two seeds in each group are played in the last set of matches for the group. Notionally at least, this is 

aimed at the last set of games being ‘dead rubbers’ with the group already decided - but we shall see!              

The winner of each of the two groups of three teams will meet in a play off to determine which club goes through 

to the quarter finals, with a quarter final berth for the winners of each of the other seven groups the incentive. 

Regulations for the 2019 competition are otherwise unchanged, with a reminder that in the group stages, match-

es can be won by losing fewer wickets (in the event of a tied scores scenario); average run rate is used to deter-

mine the winners in an abandoned game where both sides have faced at least 12 overs; and in the knockout 

stages, a ‘golden over’ can be bowled in the event of a level scores game. A full set of regulations is available in 

the league handbook. 

2ND XI T20 CUP 

Neston begin their defence of the 2nd XI T20 trophy against either Tattenhall or Oxton, who meet in a preliminary 

clash in early May. Davenham and Lindow are the other clubs having a preliminary match with the winners host-

ing Nantwich. Once the first round line up is determined, 32 clubs will be competing in the traditional straight 

knock-out format, with geography a big factor in the draw to ease travelling issues. As a result, a number of intri-

guing local derbies are in prospect, including Cheadle Hulme hosting Cheadle, Stockport meeting Stockport  

Georgians, Hyde playing at Marple, and Toft hosting Macclesfield. The full draw plus guidance on rearranging 

matches and submitting results, can be found in the league handbook. 



APRIL IN CCCL DIVISION 1  
Four wins and two draws 

marked the opening day of 

Division 1, with Bramhall  

getting straight down to busi-

ness with an eight win at 

home to Bollington. Bolly got 

off to a flyer and were past 

50 for no loss, but a ghastly 

collapse saw five batsman 

out for zero as Ryan Maccioc-

chi’s 4-41 reduced the          

visitors to 145 all out, skip-

per Rick Hough’s 66 the only 

solace. Ashley West (63) and 

Jevon Kett (57) ensured the 

best possible start for Bram-

hall. The other relegated club 

Didsbury were as heartened 

by the impressive lower order 

resistance that took them 

from 105-6 to 253-9 and a 

draw against Oxton, skipper 

Matt Gregson leading the 

way with 66. Earlier, Glen 

Batticciotto’s magnificent 

151 off 114 balls had taken 

the visitors to 280 and put 

down an earlier marker for 

the performance award. The 

two promoted sides had dif-

fering fortunes. Brooklands 

came out on top in a close 

game at Davenham, Ali 

Buchan’s 71 helping the visi-

tors to 177, Danny Hancock 4-

31. Davenham were 62-1 but 

slumped to 101-6 as Brook-

lands - with AJ Hart unable to 

bowl - chipped away, Raj Singh 

with 4-26 as the hosts were 

finally all out for 150. Romiley 

had an equally tense tussle at 

Macclesfield, where their inad-

equate looking 115 (Jack Ward 

4-32) looked like riches galore 

when they had Macc at 33-6 in 

reply. However, a terrific unbro-

ken stand of 83 for the 7th 

wicket between Craig Melrose 

(50*) and James Cross (33*) 

meant Alex Barber’s 4-32 was-

n’t enough. Thanks to solid bat-

ting (including an opening 

stand of 132) Urmston came 

out on top at home to Sale, the 

visitors reaching 161-3 in pur-

suit of 249, before Gaz Burns’ 

five wickets saw Sale lose 7-

42. Bowdon had the better of 

their draw at Upton, who were 

63-5 chasing 238, and grateful 

for a sixth wicket stand of 83          

between Matt Owen and Ross 

Dixon to take them to safety. 

                APRIL D1 LEAGUE TABLE AND AN EARLY FORM GUIDE  

                  TEAM                      PTS 

BRAMHALL 32 

BROOKLANDS 32 

MACCLESFIELD 32 

URMSTON 32 

OXTON 22 

BOWDON 20 

DIDSBURY 16 

UPTON 14 

SALE 14 

DAVENHAM 13 

BOLLINGTON 11 

ROMILEY 11 

A quick word with 

SIMON WILKINSON 
 

25 years at Bramhall means 

that Simon has seen plenty 

of cricket, but last season’s 

final day relegation must have been hard to 

take. “Well, yes and no” said Simon. “It was 

tough inasmuch as we were only in the bottom 

two for the first time on the last day, and we 

had injuries to key bowlers too, but in truth, 

even despite the lack of luck on the August 

Bank Holiday, we knew that we hadn’t batted 

well enough on enough occasions, and espe-

cially in the Prem, that will always catch up 

with you.” So how is the mood around the 

club? “It’s really good, I think we are ready to 

take a leaf out of Hyde’s book last year by 

playing positively, and looking to get straight 

back into the Prem - being fully aware that 

there are many tough fixtures ahead of 

course! We had a fantastic run in the T20 and 

although we ran out of steam at the last 

[Bramhall lost to Nantwich in the final] it was 

a brilliant achievement to get there, and we 

are very keen to be back at finals day again 

this season.” Any specific hopes? “Like many 

other clubs, we have loads of kids playing jun-

ior cricket, which is great, but we need them 

to stay at the club and move into senior crick-

et is the key. I’d love to see that happen more, 

then perhaps I can ease towards retirement!” 

              TEAM            RUNS        WKTS 

OXTON 280 10 

DIDSBURY 253 9 

URMSTON 248 8 

BOWDON 237 7 

SALE 203 10 

UPTON 179 6 

BROOKLANDS 177 10 

DAVENHAM 150 10 

BRAMHALL 145 2 

BOLLINGTON 142 10 

MACCLESFIELD 116 6 

ROMILEY 115 10 

WHICH  BALL DO WE USE IN 2019?  

TEAM COMP        BALL TO BE USED 

1st XI  LGE IMPERIAL CROWN (New) 

1st XI T20 PINK PLATINUM PLUS (New) 

2nd XI LGE IMPERIAL CROWN or                 
SOVEREIGN (new or used) 

2nd XI T20 PINK PLATINUM PLUS              
(new or used) 

3rd XI Lge & 
T20 

IMPERIAL CROWN OR             
SOVEREIGN (new or used) 

Over 40s Lge See Over 40s news 



APRIL IN CCCL DIVISION 2  
A quick word with 

ALEX MATTHEWS 
 

Fourth place in the league                                          

and runners up in their T20                                       

group has given Lindow,                                                                     

and captain Alex Matthews,                                                  

a taste for greater things this season, and a 

big win at Mobberley on the opening day was 

the perfect start. “I feel it’s a good strong 

squad and we certainly aim to be up there 

challenging again” said Alex. “We’ve lost big 

players for sure, but [Australian] Tim Affleck is 

a great addition and with more choice and 

variety in the bowling, we should be better 

able to cope than last year when our options 

with the ball were more limited, especially 

when Ben [Tyler] got injured.” Despite not en-

tering the Cheshire Cup in 2019 Alex says   

Lindow are also focusing on a T20 challenge 

after doing well last year. “We beat a decent 

Toft side and ran Bramhall close.  We have 

Alderley Edge this year instead of Toft which 

will be no easier, but we enjoy the short          

format and will be going for it.” After having a 

time of not really enjoying his cricket, Lindow 

has been the perfect tonic for Alex to regain 

his love of playing. “Yes, it’s done me good 

being here, and the club has grown so much, 

it’s a really positive and ambitious environ-

ment. Four senior XIs, and I can’t count the 

number of junior sides! I’m hoping for a great 

season for all the Lindow teams.” 

             APRIL DIV 2 LEAGUE TABLE AND AN EARLY FORM GUIDE  

                TEAM                        PTS 

BARROW 32 

CONGLETON 32 

HALE BARNS 32 

LINDOW 32 

STOCKPORT 32 

TATTENHALL 32 

CHRISTLETON 19 

ST.GEORGIANS 15 

WARRINGTON 12 

NORTHWICH 11 

MOBBERLEY 10 

ALVANLEY 9 

APRIL HONOURS BOARD 
(all matches played on 21.4) 

 
DIVISION ONE 

Glenn Batticciotto, 151, Oxton v Didsbury 
Gaz Burns, 5-51, Urmston v Sale 

 
DIVISION TWO 

Jarryd Basson, 116*, Chris v Barr  
Adam Keene, 113, St.Georgians v Stock  

Tim Affleck, 105*, Lindow v Mobb 
Zafar Jotji, 101, Stock v St.Georgians 

 
Jack Hinchcliffe 6-20, Tatt v Nor  

Mike Eley 6-32, Stock v St.Georgians 
Sumit Dhadawe, 5-40, Nor v Tatt 

The opening round of fixtures 

in Division 2 saw five away 

wins out of six matches, with 

Hale Barns the only hosts to 

taste success, and in some 

style too, four wickets apiece 

from Ben Hicks and Alex Ross 

dispatching Alvanley for 86. 

Day one also saw four centuri-

ons, the most eye catching 

coming at Little Heath where 

Zimbabwean debutant Jarryd 

Basson led visitors Barrow to 

a thrilling victory over Christle-

ton, hitting the last ball of the 

match to the boundary to  

complete a one wicket win, 

Basson finishing unbeaten on 

116 and rescuing his side 

from the depths of 118-5.  

Another overseas player, Aus-

tralian Tim Affleck, batted 45 

overs for Lindow at near 

neighbours Mobberley, reach-

ing his century with a six, mak-

ing the hosts pay for dropping 

him on 33. A sharp slip catch 

and two wickets rounded off a 

fine debut for Affleck as Lin-

dow cruised to victory, Sultan 

Raja with 6-30.The other two 

hundreds came in the Stock-

port derby, Georgians’ Adam 

Keene scoring 113 on their 

return to the County league. 

However, from 174-2, Mike 

Eley’s six wickets saw the 

hosts lose 8-38, and the Cale 

Green side ended up with an 

8 wicket win thanks to a su-

perb 176 partnership for the 

2nd wicket between Zafar Jotji 

(101) and Ayden van Eeden 

(74*). It was bowlers on top at 

Walton Lea as Congleton got 

off their mark at the first at-

tempt after bowling out War-

rington for 115. Congleton 

were in a pickle at 35-5 but 

the lower order rescued them, 

adding 47 for the last two 

wickets with some determined 

batting, This did not appear to 

be the order of the day at 

Moss Farm - at least not for 

the hosts, as Northwich (who 

started with just four of the 

players who played in their 

final fixture of 2018) stum-

bled to 27 all out chasing Tat-

tenhall’s 209 (Mohammad 

Umer 63). Alan Brock and 

Jack Hinchcliffe bowled the 

14 overs needed between 

them as the visitors got their 

2019 off to the best possible 

start. At least Northwich aren’t 

at the foot of the early table! 

              TEAM               RUNS         WKTS 

BARROW 222 9 

CHRISTLETON 218 10 

STOCKPORT 215 2 

LINDOW 215 6 

ST.GEORGIANS 212 10 

TATTENHALL 209 10 

CONGLETON 118 8 

WARRINGTON 115 10 

MOBBERLEY 114 10 

HALE BARNS 89 5 

ALVANLEY 86 10 

NORTHWICH 27 10 



Nantwich 2s got their  

defence of the Premier 

Division title off to a flier 

with a massive 123 run 

win against Alderley Edge. 

Chris Simpson’s 77 for 

the champs was over-

shadowed by the remark-

able return of Ben Mogg 

(left) which will take some 

beating! Bob Evans of 

CBH recorded the highest 

individual score of the 

day, his 93 off 71 not 

enough to avoid defeat to 

Toft. There were opening 

day wins for Neston, 

Marple, OP and Cheadle. 

In Division 1, promoted 

Romiley and Urmston 

managed 17 overs on 

Saturday before finally 

conceding to defeat to 

storm Hannah, but other-

wise there were six wins 

in Division 1 on April 21st, 

promoted Heaton Mersey 

losing out in a high scor-

ing game at Brooklands 

despite 112 from 

A.Mohammad. In Division 

2, Paul Stimson’s 6-29 

2ND XI CRICKET 

3RD XI CRICKET - T20 STARTS; WIN/LOSE IN 3RD DIVISION REGIONS 

Didsbury 3s started their defence 

of their 2018 double with a com-

fortable win over NE Cheshire in 

the Jack Gardner T20 Trophy.   

Heaton Mersey, who made finals 

day last year, recorded an impres-

sive win over Premier League 

Cheadle in their first group game. 

All mini groups conclude with a 

double-header of fixtures over the 

Bank Holiday weekend, with league        

action commencing on May 12. 

CCCL 2ND & 3RD XI 

OVER 40s NEWS 

Neston Silverbacks over 40s will 

look to defend their title with their 

first scheduled fixture against Caldy 

on May 8th. This year’s competition 

will again be as keenly contested as 

Didsbury’s league season starts 

at home to promoted Toft, while 

Stockport Georgians, the other 

promoted club, travel to 2018 

runners-up Alderley Edge. Else-

where, the 3rd XI West Division is 

introducing win/lose cricket in all 

of its matches, with other rule 

and eligibility changes involved. 

This is a season-long experiment, 

but the East Divisions have cho-

sen win/lose on a permanent 

Ben Mogg 

8 - 6 - 2 - 6                                 
Nantwich 2s v AE 2s, 21.4 

basis, but without the rule changes 

adopted by the West! Average run 

rate will decide interrupted games. 

Good luck to all 3rd XIs in 2019. 

was not quite enough to 

avert defat for Neston, who 

Tattenhall beat by just one 

wicket after what looked 

like a tense last wicket 

stand in a low scoring en-

counter. Charlie Fletcher 

made 91 for Alvanley at 

Hale Barns but perhaps 

the most remarkable in-

nings was that of Waqas 

Ashraf, who made 57* out 

of 64-1 as Cheadle Hulme 

beat Ashton-on-Mersey by 

nine wickets, 89% of his 

team’s runs! 

ever, although the logistics 

are always challenging given 

the number of clubs compet-

ing and the geography! The 

league handbook has the full 

list of fixtures and spare 

weeks for each club. With the 

quarter finals to be decided 

by August 18th, finals day will 

likely be in the early part of 

September although this will 

be confirmed. On weeks one 

and two (May 1st and 8th) 

         Didsbury 3s, double winners in 2018 

start time is 6.00pm, moving to 

6.15pm from week three onwards, 

and clubs are reminded that the 

Imperial Crown or Sovereign red 

ball (new or used) are the correct 

match ball type. Weeks one and 

two, and the final week, are man-

datory pink ball matches (using the 

Pink Platinum Plus, new or used) 

although, if both sides agree on 

other matchdays, the pink ball can 

be used. Best of luck to all teams 

competing in 2019. 



The CCL suffered exactly the 

same fate as the Vivio County 

League with a second match 

day wash out across the divi-

sions. After the opening round 

of fixtures, there were four 

home wins and two winning 

draws for the host clubs, Has-

lington making an impressive 

start with a 66 run win over Port 

Sunlight, who came very close 

to promotion in 2018. The sides 

relegated from the CCCL last 

season had contrasting days, 

Weaverham making light work 

of near neighbours Oakmere but 

Runcorn managing only 98 at   

scenic Kingsley, who won comfort-

ably. North East Cheshire will have 

been delighted to mark their inau-

gural fixture with an impressive 

chase of 170 to beat Barnton, 

while Ashton on Mersey racked up 

274-9 against Cheadle Hulme, 

who held on for a draw with 212-8. 

In Division 2, Hawk Green’s first 

game in the Cheshire pyramid saw 

them overwhelm Appleton with a 

175 run win at Lyons Lane, HG 

capt Josh Unsworth making 94*. 

Cheshire’s impressive             

conclusion to their 2018 

season has left everyone 

connected with the county 

side full of pride and opti-

mism for the new campaign 

which gets underway with 

the T20 competition on May 

5th. The Cheshire Unicorns 

will be hoping to go one bet-

ter than last year when they 

lost out to Berkshire n the 

final, and they take on Cum-

berland, Staffs, Lincs and 

Northumberland in their 

group. The first home game 

comes a week later in the 

50 over KO competition, 

which Cheshire won in a 

thrilling final last year, beat-

ing Devon by 2 runs. Toft 

will be the venue for the 

game on May 12th with 

Northumberland providing 

the opposition, The champi-

onship campaign doesn’t 

start until late June, with six 

CHESHIRE UNDERWAY IN MAY 

AROUND THE COUNTY….. 

UK FAST DIV 1 TABLE                        PTS 

HASLINGTON 32 

KINGSLEY 27 

NORTH EAST CHESHIRE 27 

WEAVERHAM 27 

CHEADLE HULME 24 

ASHTON ON MERSEY 23 

LYMM OP 19 

BARNTON 18 

STOCKPORT TRINITY 15 

PORT SUNLIGHT 13 

OAKMERE 9 

RUNCORN 8 
 All UK Fast league info is at ukfastccl.co.uk  

matches in total and                

Cheshire’s three day side 

again hopefully buoyed by 

their memorable finale to 

2018 when they scored 502 

in a day and overwhelmed 

Herefordshire. Skipper Danny 

Leech is targeting a top five 

finish and, along with one day 

skipper Rick Moore, will be 

hoping that the recruitment 

of former Yorkshire player 

David Wainwright gives the 

side an additional edge, 

along with the emerging           

talents and experienced   

players who all played their 

part in 2018. Cheshire vice-

president and scorer Jim Law 

- who is also communications 

officer - does an excellent job 

with scorecards and other              

information and you can read 

his preview of the coming 

season, and a full fixture list, 

at the Cheshire website, 

www.cheshireccc.org.uk 



The use of DLS in the Cheshire Cup is bound to provoke some anxieties 

and questions but there is plenty of help at hand for officials and players 

to get to grips with what’s required. In essence, DLS is simply a variation 

on a theme of resolving weather affected matches, and the availability of 

the necessary software makes calculations straightforward. A more in-

depth guide to using DLS can be acquired from the Cheshire Cup com-

mittee or by emailing the newsletter editor. The basics are as follows: 

  ENSURE THE CORRECT VERSION OF DLS IS BEING USED  

LAWS & LAPTOPS     UMPIRES AND SCORERS 

              DUCKWORTH/LEWIS/ STERN and the CHESHIRE CUP  

As many cricketers will be aware, the cricketing year actually starts on October 

1st each year, and the start of this latest cricket year was marked by something 

of a tails-between-legs revision of the laws. This in turn meant, after the much-

trumpeted comprehensive revision of 2017, tens of thousands of little blue 

books have now been sent to the recycling and officials everywhere obliged to 

pay out again for the 2019 edition.  However, on the plus side, this latest revi-

sion has recognised the overwhelming criticism to the law on high full tosses 

and changed it into something more workable and pragmatic. 

Most of the changes in the 2019 2nd Edition of the 2017 code are minor, but there are                                                         

several significant changes, most notably a reworking of Law 41.7, which relates to full-                                                       

pitch deliveries over waist height (‘beamers’). Furthermore, the Laws now include for the                                             

first time a definition of ‘the waist’ (in appendix A6.7). 

As is already the case with short-pitched bowling, the umpire can now decide whether a                                                         

full-pitched delivery is dangerous, based on various factors such as the ball’s speed,                                                              

direction, repetition, as well as the ability of the batsman, and are thus empowered by the                                                       

new law to use their best judgement in making this decision.  

If the conclusion is reached that a full-pitch delivery is dangerous, it will lead to a first and                                                                 

final warning. If not, it will still be a No ball, but there will be no warning. Comprehensive                                                                              

guidance and notes can be found on the Lords website, or by looking up ‘laws of cricket’. 

It is also worth noting the slight change to Law 41.16, which further underlines the                                                         

principle, established in the 2017 Code, that it is the non-striker’s duty to remain in his/her ground until the            

bowler has released the ball. Whatever your view of the ‘mankad’ it clearly stirs strong opinions within the game 

and it is well worth being familiar with the wording of the law, whether you are an official, a player or a coach. 

  UNDERSTAND HOW THE PAR SCORE WORKS 

  WORK OUT HOW TO ADAPT SCOREBOARDS  

DLS standard (sometimes termed D/L or DL standard) is the version to 

be used, which is available on the Play Cricket Scorer app or the lap top 

version (PCSP). Scorers need to ensure when using PCSP that the ‘G’ 

figure in the standard version is set to 245. 

On the scoreboard, the par score indicates the score the batting side 

needs to be level at the end of the over about to be bowled. So, for exam-

ple, at the end of the 10th over, the board should show the par score for 

the end of over 11. The par score will increase at the end of every over or 

whenever a wicket falls.  

‘Last man’ parts of electronic boards could be used to show the par score; alternatively, 

old ‘tins’ or numbers can be used. This should be agreed at the pre-match stage. 



After their dramatic triumph in the Cheshire Cup final, Oulton Park got their defence of the trophy off to a good start 

with an eight wicket win at Romiley, Danny Leech taking 4-46 and then finishing unbeaten on 82 as OP won with 

11 overs in hand. Their victory set up an intriguing game with Marple (after Upton conceded their prelim round tie 

at Bowden Lane) which will be one of three all Premier Division clashes in round one, with three other clubs from 

the top division getting a bye through to round two. Ryan O’Brien made 99 as Cheadle beat Bramhall by 45 runs, 

which means they will host Widnes in round one. Alvanley conceded their fixture with Brooklands. 

The big change in the Cheshire Cup is the introduction in all games of Duckworth-Lewis-Stern, and to this end a 

number of training seminars were held across Cheshire in March to help officials get familiar with how the calcula-

tor works. Of course, clubs - especially captains - have a requirement to understand their obligations in regards to 

ensuring that match days go smoothly, and there is a brief guide opposite to that effect. 

The Cheshire Shield gets underway on May 12 with holders Hale Barns given a bye into round 2. 

CUP ALREADY UNDERWAY; SHIELD STARTS IN MAY 

CHESHIRE CUP & CHESHIRE SHIELD 2019 

 

 

 

The opening round of CCCL fixtures took place on the 18th April. It’s not clear (although unlikely) that the weather 

was as good as it was on our first Saturday in 2019, but nonetheless there was a full programme in the top 3 divi-

sions. The standout in the Premier League was Widnes scoring 311-8 (having been 230-8) to overhaul Oulton 

Park’s 305-7. In Division one, Timperley beat Urmston by one run, while in Division 2 Oakmere slumped to 47 all 

out away at Bollington. Birkenhead Park could only manage 97-9 in 46 overs chasing 113 to beat Bredbury SM. 

10 YEARS AGO…. 

 PREM  DIVISION  

HOME AWAY RES 

AE OXTON H 

BOWDON DIDSBURY H 

CBH NESTON D 

HYDE TOFT H 

MACC NANTWICH A 

O.PARK WIDNES A 

 DIVISION ONE  

HOME AWAY RES 

BRAM WARR H 

CHRIS CHEAD HULME D 

HEATON M CHEADLE D 

POYNTON GRAPP H 

TIMP URMS H 

UPTON IRBY A 

 DIVISION TWO  

HOME AWAY RES 

BH PARK BSM D 

BOLLINGTON OAKMERE H 

MIDDLEWICH STOCK GEOR H 

MOBB MARPLE A 

SALE BROOKLANDS H 

TATT BURNAGE H 

CHESHIRE CUP                       

PRELIMINARY ROUND   
 

Brooklands vs Alvanley 

Alvanley conceded 

 

CHEADLE beat BRAMHALL                       

by 45 runs 

Cheadle 237-6; Bramhall 192-9 

 

OULTON PARK beat ROMILEY          

by 8 wkts 

Romiley 135; OP 136-2  

 

Marple vs Upton   

Upton Conceded  

CHESHIRE SHIELD                    

FIRST ROUND   
 

Match date:  12 May  

 
Northwich vs Kingsley 

Haslington vs Stockport Trinity 

Winsford vs Cheadle Hulme 

Glazebury vs Parkfield Liscard 

Barrow vs Warrington 

Ashton-on-Mersey vs Malpas 

 

 

Westminster Park and Hale Barns 

have byes to the next round 

CHESHIRE CUP                       

FIRST ROUND   
Match date:  19 May  

  

Brooklands v. Oxton                        

Timperley v. Nantwich 

Oulton Park v. Marple 

Stockport Georgians v. Didsbury 

Cheadle v. Widnes 

Grappenhall v. Port Sunlight 

Alderley Edge v. Urmston 

Toft v. Macclesfield 

 

Byes for:                                                         

Bowdon, Hyde, Neston, CBH, Elworth, 

New Brighton, Wallasey 



              

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is very difficult to think of 

a greater contrast in the two 

opening weeks of the CCCL! 

Short sleeves and two 

drinks breaks per innings 

was the norm on day one, 

only to be followed by a 

blanket washout across the 

county a week later. As you 

will have read, there were 

FROM THE EDITOR 
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any number of excellent bat-

ting performances with nine 

1st XI centurions on April 

21st, some stirring fight-

backs, collapses, and wins in 

over 90% of matches. With 

the Cheshire Cup underway 

and a busy May ahead for all 

clubs, I am anticipating run-

ning out of space trying to fit 

a full month’s worth of action 

into May’s newsletter. The 

end of next month heralds 

the start of the Cricket World 

Cup, and it would be an unu-

sual cricket fan who is not 

aware of this. We can only 

hope such a lot of high profile 

matches - after the World 

Cup there is full Ashes series 

for the men and women, as 

well as the national T20 

Blast - will have a signifi-

cant positive impact on the 

game at recreational level. 

Finally, despite all my good 

intentions a combination of 

family issues and work 

commitments meant that a 

pre-season newsletter, 

which was requested by 

many, proved to be beyond 

me, and I can only apolo-

gise for any disappointment 

caused. The lead up to any 

season is always a time of 

great anticipation, and I’m 

sorry this couldn’t in the 

end be reflected more fully. 

There was one other rele-

vant factor in this, how-

ever, namely that only a 

few clubs responded to 

requests for infor-

mation! Which makes 

the point that if this 

newsletter is to be as 

effective as possible in 

publishing and promot-

ing the CCCL, it’s going 

to take the co-operation 

of every club. So do get 

in touch with news, im-

pressive performances, 

club developments etc. 

It is always good to dis-

cover what’s going on 

in Cheshire cricket! 

‘PAVILIONS IN SPLENDOUR ’  NOMINATED FOR AWARD  

Geoff Wellstead’s labour of love, looking at the pavilions of Cheshire clubs, 

was one of 18 books nominated for The Cricket Society & MCC Cricket Book of 

the Year 2019.  

Sadly for Geoff, he missed out on a place on the final shortlist of six, which 

included Moeen Ali, Mike Brearley and Sunday Times cricket correspondent 

Simon Wilde, but to be nominated at all in such a packed marketplace, with 

many major publishing houses providing some serious PR muscle for their 

authors, is a fantastic achievement. 

Geoff still has some copies of the book for sale and is still receiving very           

positive reviews, as you can see here! 

For those interested, Australian Geoff Lemon - whom I have had the pleasure 

of sharing several pressboxes with - won the Book of the Year award with his 

excellent work entitled ‘Steve Smith’s Men - Behind Australian Cricket’s Fall”. 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/vivio_2/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4vOCzplICIbsy1YQMTfHlg
https://www.facebook.com/viviosocial
https://twitter.com/Viviotweets

